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From 1949 to 1983, Harry J. Carroll Jr. 
was a Professor of Classics at Pomona 
College. During his tenure, he taught 
ancient Greek and Roman art and 
archeology. During this same time, a 
collection of ancient pottery accumulated 
in the basement of Pearsons, home to the 
Pomona College Department of Classics. 
Now colloquially referred to as the 
“Drawer,” the entire collection of ethically 
dubious origins was left in a wooden 
drawer. Found in a storage room in the 
Pearsons basement, the corresponding 
cabinet of the Drawer is unknown. Besides 
modern pen markings on the pottery itself, 
little is known about the pieces or their 
provenance. A collection of Carroll’s books 
were found in the “Free Room” in the 
lounge of Walker Hall, a dorm of Pomona’s 
North Campus, which includes books on 
excavation sites. These books might give 
more context into Carroll’s travels 
throughout Europe and where these items 
might have been taken.
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